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Governor  Jimmie    H.    Davis   is   no    novice  when    it  comes  to  fishing.      He  is  interested   in  fishi 
ig    and    Louisiana    conservationists    and    sportsmen    can    rest    assured    that   they    have    a    real 
tate's   new  chief  executive.  ,-. 

In  the  above  picture,  Governor  Davis,  with  his  fishing  partner.  Bill  Harper,  is  shown  with 
ass  weighing  48  pounds,  which  they  caught  on  a  trip  to  Cross  Lake  near  Shreveport  recently 
3r    is   pictured    at   the    right,  with    Harper,   a    patrolman  on  the  lake,  at  the  left. 
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onservation  Department  Approves 
Construction  of  Huge  Recycling  Plant 
n  the  Haynesville  Oil  Field 


A  far  reaching  oil  conserva- 
ion  project  was  made  possible 
1st  month  when  Conservation 
lommissioner  Joseph  L.  McHugh 
igned  an  order  approving  the 
onstruction  of  a  $1,600,000  re- 
bessure  plant  in  Haynesville  in 
Claiborne  Parish.  The  order  was 
igned  following  a  hearing  held 
n  Baton  Rouge.  Similar  approval 
las  been  given  by  the  Arkansas 
)il  and  gas  Commission  insofar 
is  it  affects  the  extension  of  the 
ield  into  Arkansas. 

The  order  issued  by  Commis- 
sioner McHugh  affects  the  Pettit 
!one  in  the  Haynesville  field,  and 
the  producers  in  the  field  will  pro- 
rate the  cost  of  the  plant,  for 
which  OPA  priorities  already  have 
been  received.  In  the  Haynesville 


field,  alone,  engineering  experts 
of  the  major  oil  companies  have 
stated  that  the  field  will  produce 
7,000,000  barrels  of  oil  and  1,- 
700,000  barrels  of  valuable  car- 
bohydrates that  otherwise  would 
be  lost  as  a  result  of  declining 
gas  pressure  from  the  field. 

There  are  161  producing  wells 
in  the  Haynesville  field  and  it  is 
contemplated  that  some  of  these 
will  be  used  for  pumping  gas  back 
into  the  producing  sands  after 
the  oil  and  by-products  have  been 
extracted. 

"Operation  of  the  repressure 
plants  in  our  oil  fields  is  expected 
to  prove  to  be  one  of  the  great- 
est steps  to  have  been  taken  in 
the  preservation  and  conserva- 
I  (Continued  to  Page  4,  Column  1) 


Commissioner 
McHugh's  Father 
Passes  Away 

James  Babin  McHugh,  87, 
father  of  Conservation  Commis- 
sioner Joseph  L.  McHugh,  died 
at  his  home  in  Zachary  on  Wed- 
nesday night.  May  3rd.  He  was 
a  retired  merchant  and  farmer. 

A  lifelong  resident  of  Zachary, 
Mr.  McHugh  had  been  a  member 
of  the  parish  school  board  and 
was  a  colonel  on  the  staff  of  Gov- 
ernor Sam  Jones.  His  father, 
John  A.  McHugh,  fought  with 
General  Jackson,  in  the  Battle  of 
New  Orleans. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Fri- 
day morning.  May  5th,  at  St. 
John  the  Baptist  Catholic  Church, 
followed  by  burial  in  the  Catholic 
cemetery  at  Zachary. 
(Continued  to  Page  8,  Column  2) 


Step  Up  Oyster 
Production  in 
Louisiana 

Another  far  reaching  oyster 
project  which  is  expected  to  still 
further  increase  the  production 
of  oysters  in  Louisiana  is  ex- 
pected to  get  under  way  in  the 
State  within  the  next  two  months, 
according  to  James  N.  McConnell, 
director  of  the  Division  of  Oys- 
ters and   Waterbottoms. 

The  new  project  will  cost 
$20,000,  and  will  make  possible 
the  planting  of  sixty  to  seventy- 
five  thousand  barrels  of  oyster 
shells  as  cultch  for  the  propaga- 
tion of  oysters.  The  oyster  shells 
will  be  planted  in  Sister  Lake, 
State  seed  oyster  resei'vation  in 
Terrebonne  Parish,  and  in  Lake 
Felicity,  located  in  Terrebonne 
Parish  near  the  border  of  La- 
fourche  Parish. 

Former  Governor  Sam  Jones 
made  available  $10,000  to  the 
Oyster  Division  from  a  surplus  in 
the  Executive  Department  funds, 
just  prior  to  his  leaving  office, 
and  to  this  has  been  added 
$10,000  which  Conservation  Com- 
missioner McHugh  has  made 
available  from  a  surplus  in  oper- 
ating funds  for  the  Conservation 
Department  for  the  current  fiscal 
year. 

The  Department  of  Finance 
will  advertise  for  bids  for  award- 
ing the  contract  and  the  work  is 
expected  to  get  under  way  around 
the  first  part  of  July. 

Last  July  a  total  of  $37,500 
was  expended  on  a  similiar  oys- 
ter shell  planting  project,  which 
was   an   outstanding   success. 

As  a  means  of  stepping  up  the 
program  of  oyster  production  in 
Louisiana,  the  Legislature  at  the 
present  session,  is  going  to  be 
asked  to  dedicate  all  funds  re- 
ceived by  the  Conservation  De- 
partment as  royalty  on  shells  and 
shell  deposits  to  the  Oyster  Divi- 
sion to  be  used  for  the  planting 
and  propagation  of  oysters.  Un- 
der present  laws,  all  such  rev- 
enues  go   into   the   general  fund. 
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Annual  Trappers 
Ball  Outstanding, 
Mrs.  Jones  Honored 

The  annual  trappers  ball  held 
this  year  in  Abbeville  was  an 
outstanding  success.  Former  gov- 
ernor Sam  Jones  was  the  princ- 
ipal speaker  and  Mrs.  Jones  was 
presented  with  a  beautiful  musk- 
rat  coat  by  the  trappers  of  the 
section.  The  presentation  was 
made  by  J.  I.  Boudreaux  of  Ab- 
beville, a  member  of  the  board  of 
tax  appeals. 

Invited  guests  included  Conser- 
vation Commissioner  Joseph  L. 
McHugh,  Armand  P.  Daspit,  di- 
rector of  the  fur  and  wildlife  ref- 
uge division  of  the  Conservation 
Department. 

Pointing  to  some  12,000  li- 
censed trappers  in  the  state  Jones 
asserted  that  the  state  has  more 
trappers  than  any  10  other  states 
in  the  country.  These  he  de- 
scribed as  the  best-paid  trapp  >rs 
in  the  world  on  the  basis  of  ac- 
tual comparative  figures. 

However,  he  proceeded  to  show 
that  such  has  not  alway;,  been 
the  case  and  outlined  the  process 
of  change  that  he  said  has  taken 
place  in  the  last  four  years.  He 
said  that  in  the  1943-44  season 
196  trappers  worked  the  three 
state  preserves,  Marsh  Island, 
Rockefeller  Preserve  and  the 
state  Wildlife  Preserve.  These 
196  trappers  received  this  year, 
he  continued,  an  average  of 
$1258  each  for  a  70-day  trapping 
season. 

"Under  the  old-system,"  Jones 
pointed  out,  "the  sum,  by  com- 
parison, would  have  been  only 
$774  and  the  take  for  the  politi- 
cians would  have  amounted  to 
$484  per  trapper.  The  gross  take 
would  have  been  $94,823  which 
would  have  gone  to  men  who 
never  set  a  trap." 

Jones  said  that  it  was  true  that 
the  state  always  paid  65  per  cent 
of  the  value  of  furs  trapped  on 


state  preserves  but  he  charged 
that  the  leases  went  through  the 
hands  of  "middle  men,"  who  in 
turn,  passed  them  on  to  the  actual 
trappers  who  received  only  about 
40  per  cent  for  their  work. 

Whether  the  present  system  is 
an  improvement  over  the  old,  "I 
leave  to  you  men  who  actually  go 
out  into  the  marshlands,"  Jones 
said. 

Jones  referred  to  department 
of  finance  figures  which  he  said 
revealed  that  today  the  wildlife 
refuge  fund  totals  $314,757.45, 
which  he  described  as  "over  and 
above  $500,000  paid  out  of  the 
fund  to  the  public  schools  several 
months  ago." 

The  trajjpers'  ball  is  an  innova- 
tion of  the  past  three  or  four 
years  which  has  now  become  a 
major  event  of  the  section  and 
trappers  from  the  entire  siiction 
were  in  attendance. 

Asa  LeBlanc  and  Miss  Nada 
Dumond,  both  of  Abbeville,  were 
crowned  king  and  queen  by 
Former  Governor  Jones. 
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RATS! 

(From    the   Shreveport   Journal) 

Some  weeks  since  The  Journal 
commented  upon  the  record  treas- 
ury take  for  the  state's  share  of 
muskrat  pelts  taken  in  1943  on 
state-owned  preserves,  where  ihe 
trappers  work  on  shares,  with  60 
per  cent  to  the  marsh  workers  and 
40  per  cent  to  the  state.  The  figure 
was  $128,689.74.  We  are  now  able 
to  make  an  interesting  comparison 
of  receipts  from  this  source  dur- 
ing the  past  four  years  with  those 
for  previous  years.    For  the  eight 


years,  1932  to  1939,  inclusive, 
total  collections  gomg  into  the 
state  treasury  from  the  sale  'A 
muskrat  pelts  were  $114,161.50. 
For  the  four  years,  1940  to  1943, 
inclusive,  receipts  from  tliis 
source,  paid  to  the  state  of  Loui- 
siana through  the  conservation 
commission  were  $410,355.16.  Un- 
der the  Allen-Leche-Long  admin- 
istrations, with  Robert  S.  Maestri, 
William  G.  Rankin  and  Ernest 
Clements  as  commissioners  of  the 
conservation  department,  the  aver- 
age collection  was  $14,270.56  a 
year.  Under  the  Jones  administra- 
tion, with  B.  A.  Hardey  and  J.  L. 
McHugh  as  conservation  depart- 
ment heads,  the  average  paid  to 
the  state  was  $102,588.79  a  year. 
It  should  not  be  difficult  for  the 
reader  to  figure  out  the  instance 
in  which  the  state  got  what  was 
due  it  and  that  in  which  the  musk- 
rat  "gravy"  went  some  other  way. 
There  is  an  old  saying  to  this  gen- 
eral effect — that  "every  little  bit, 
added  l;o  what  you've  got,  makes 
just  a  little  bit  more."  That's  (rue 
of  muskrat  pelts. 

FOREST  WEALTH 
(From  the  New  Orleans  Slates) 

The  Southern  Forest  Experi- 
mental Station  of  New  Orleans 
will  begin  exploring  the  possibili- 
ties of  converting  the  scrub  oak 
and  other  inferior  hardwoods  into 
useful  materials.  These  trees  ha'>"e 
been  considered  of  little  value. 
Yet  they  comprise  a  large  per- 
centage of  Louisiana  forests. 
Wizards  of  forest-product  labora- 
tories think  that  alcohol,  paper, 
cardboard  box  material  and  plas- 
tics can  be  made  of  them. 

What  the  chemists  think  can  be 
done  will  be  ultimately  done.  The 
people  have  every  confidence  on 
that  point.  Men  who  can  convert 
sugar  cane  bagasse  into  building 
material,  extract  rubber  from 
goldenrod,  and  convert  sawmill  re- 
fuse into  paper,  etc.,  w:'l  discover 
a  way  to  get  the  pot  of  gold  that 
is   in   every   patch   of   scrub   oaks. 
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When  the  scientists  have  point 
the  way  to  new  wealth  from  t 
inferior  hardwoods,  Louisiani 
forested  areas  will  begin  makii 
a  bigger  noise  in  the  world 
industry. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  some  fellt 
out  in  San  Francisco  once  r; 
a  quantity  of  garbage  throuj 
chemical  processes,  and  out  car 
a  material  that  is  a  good  coi 
ponent  of  synthetic  rubber. 

Any  Louisianian  who  has  a  pi^- 
of  forest  ought  to  take  good  ca 
of  it.  If  he  has  land  not  bei) 
used  otherwise,  he  ought  to  pla 
trees.  The  state  forestry  depai 
ment  will  cheerfully  advise  as 
variety  and  planting.  Before  tl 
war  ends  there  will  be  a  .scarci 
of  timber  in  the  U.  S.  A.  Ai 
when  the  age  of  plastics  and  pi 
woods  really  comes  on,  the  demai 
for  forestry  products  will  1 
sharply  increased.  Fires  that  d 
stroy  young  trees  ought  to  1 
prevented  at  all  hazards.  A  tn 
can  be  replaced,  but  it  takes  tin) 
And  more  uses  for  it  are  bell 
discovered  day  by  day. 
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^ir  View  of  State  Capitol  As  New  Governor  Is  Inaugurated 


The  above  striking  air  view  of  the  state  capitol  at  Baton   Rouge  during  the  inauguration  ceremonies  of  Governor  Jimmie    H.   Davis  was  taken 
■  James    Edouard    Morgan,   photographer  for  the   Division   of   Education   and   Publicity,   in  the   Conservation    Department  airplane    piloted   by  John 


Children  Taught 
low  To  Catch 
jhrimp  and  Fish 

bnservation  Department 
iakes  Part  in  Unique 
ducational  Project 
The    Conservation    Department 
lok  part  May   10th  and   11th  in 
16   of   the   most   unusual   educa- 
|0nal  projects  ever  attempted  in 
puisiana,    a    two-day    course    of 
istruction    in    teaching    children 
ow    to    catch    crab,    shrimiD    and 
3h. 

Twelve  4-H  boys  and  an  equal 
umber  of  girls,  most  all  from  St. 
Iharles  parish,  comprised  the 
budent  group,  which  left  on 
loats  Wednesday  morning.  May 
lOth,  from  Paradis.  An  intensive 
chool  of  instruction,  staged  in 
he  midst  of  the  colorful  romantic 
layou    country    of    South   Louisi- 


ana, was  held,  and  arrangements 
for  the  project  were  made  by 
W.  C.  Abbott,  state  club  agent. 
The  purpose  of  the  unique  proj- 
ect was  to  teach  the  4-H  club 
members  the  principles  of  trap- 
ping, shrimping,  crabbing  and 
fishing. 

Students  taking  part  in  the 
course  are  children  in  families 
who  have  followed  the  traditional 
industry  of  the  region  all  their 
lives.  "Their  only  home  is  in  the 
marshlands,"  Abbott  stated,  "and 
they  without  a  doubt  will  event- 
ually follow  in  the  footsteps  of 
their  elders.  For  that  reason  it  is 
believed  that  such  a  school  will  be 
of  the  utmost  practical  advantage 
to  the  group  who  took  part  in  the 
first  effort  of  this  kind." 

The  4-H  club  members  were 
taken  on  a  tour  of  coastal  natural 
resources,  for  an  inspection  of 
muskrat    marshes,    bird    feeding 


grounds,  oyster  and  crab  beds. 
Cooperating  in  the  project  were 
the  Conservation  Department, 
J.  I.  Cochran,  superintendent  of 
the  Humble  Oil  Company,  and 
H.  E.  Simmons,  county  agent  of 
St.  Charles  Parish. 

Dr.  James  Nelson  Gowanloch, 
chief  biologist  of  the  Conserva- 
tion Department,  was  one  of  the 
instructors  at  the  school,  and  mo- 
tion pictures  from  the  film  library 
of  the  Division  of  Education  and 
Publicity,  were  shown  to  the 
group.  Other  instructors  were 
faculty  and  staff  members  of  the 
agricultural  extension  service  and 
experiment  station.  Other  in- 
structors were  George  H.  Lowery, 
assistant  professor  of  biology  at 
Louisiana  State  University,  John 
Campbell,  Pittman  -  Robertson 
project  leader  for  the  Conserva- 
tion Department,  and  H.  C.  San- 
ders, state  extension  director. 


Sulphur  mines  at  Port  Sulphur 
were  visited  and  observation 
tours  through  bayou  areas  were 
made  during  the  two-day  tour. 

OYSTER  PLANTING 
PROJECT  UNDER  WAY 

T.  K.  Devitt  of  Plaquemines 
Parish  was  awarded  the  contract 
recently  for  the  transplanting  of 
approximately  45,000  barrels  of 
oyster  shells  from  overcrowded 
reefs  into  depleted  areas.  The 
work  is  now  under  way  and  is  ex- 
pected to  be  completed  some  time 
in  June. 

The  project  will  cost  about 
$11,000,  and  is  expected  to  aid  in 
increased  production  of  oysters. 
James  N.  McConnell,  director  of 
the  Division  of  Oysters  and 
Waterbottoms,  is  supervising  the 
work. 


LOUISIANA  CONSERVATIONIST 


Recycling  Plant 
To  Be  Constructed 
In  Haynesville 

(Continued  from   Page   1) 
tion  of  our  oil  reserves,"  McHugh 
stated. 

The  recycling  plant  will  be  lo- 
cated in  the  center  of  the  field, 
and  will  be  on  the  H.  P.  Camp 
farm,  about  three  miles  north- 
west of  Haynesville.  The  project 
will  consist  of  a  gasoline  plant 
and  recycling  plant.  The  work  of 
making  a  survey  of  the  entire 
field  has  been  under  way  for  some 
time,  and  actual  work  on  con- 
struction is  expected  to  start  as 
soon  as  the  legal  end  of  the  prop- 
osition  has    been    completed. 


Test     of     Formations 

A  contract  is  now  being  signed 
by  both  operators  and  mineral 
owners  calling  for  a  thorough 
test  of  the  formations  below  the 
Pettit  lime,  and  if  oil  or  gas  is 
found  in  paying  amounts,  will  be 
produced.  The  agreement  states 
that  the  Ohio  Oil  company  and 
the  Gulf  Refining  company  will 
use  their  G.  W.  Taylor  well  as  a 
test,  and  that  work  on  the  test 
will  be  started  within  90  days 
after  the  joint  agreement  has 
been  completed.  The  Taylor  well 
was  drilled  to  a  depth  of  about 
11,500  feet,  and  was  later  plugged 
back  and  "shot"  in  the  Petit 
lime  and  is  one  of  the  top  pro- 
ducers in  the  Pettit  lime  zone. 


It  will  require  a  great  amount 
of  labor  to  install  the  recycling- 
plant.  The  gasoline  plant,  as 
stated  wil  be  in  the  center  of  the 
field.  Pipes  will  run  from  each 
well  to  the  plant,  so  that  all  gas 
that  is  now  being  burned  in  flares 
will  be  saved  and  after  the  gaso- 
line as  been  extracted,  will  then 
be  turned  into  the  recycling  plant 
and  piped  back  to  "key"  wells, 
located  at  selected  points  in  the 
field.  Many  miles  of  pipe  will  be 
laid  over  the  field  which  covers 
approximately  12,880  acres  as 
there  are  now  161  wells  in  the 
field,  spaced  on  80  acres  each. 

20  Oil   Companies 

According  to  plans  and  agree- 
ments, all  oil  companies  that  are 


PRODUCTION  AND  VALUATION  OF  FRESH  AND  SALT  WATER 
FISHES  IN  LOUISIANA 

Fresh  Water  Fisheries 

1942  1943 

Production                     Value  Production  Value 

Catfish                      -..-  3,433,928  Lbs.        $     548,428.48  3,068,136  Lbs.  $     690,330.60 

Gaspergou            904,086  Lbs.                72,326.28  1,207,989  Lbs.  180,400.85 

Spoonbill            72,977  Lbs.                  3,648.85  105,552  Lbs.  15,832.80 

Buffalofish                .-  3,161,029  Lbs.              316,102.90  2,597,157  Lbs.  389,573.55 

Fresh  Water  Turtles      104,030  Lbs.                  7,282.10  98,155  Lbs.  12,269.38 
"Baby"  Green 

Turtles                   -  2,046,262  Turtles           20,462.62  1,164,937  Turtles  58,246.85 

Frogs                   746,256  Lbs.              186,564.00  253,390  Lbs.  105,580.00 

Fresh  Water  Shrimp      147,201  Lbs.                25,024.17  45,944  Lbs.  11,486.00 

Miscellaneous 691,040  Lbs.                 30,493.20  984,018  Lbs.  98,401.80 

Hard  Shell  Crabs 1,578,365  Doz.              338,220.00  375,341  Doz.  133,550.00 

Soft  Shell  Crabs 57,644  Doz.                86,466.00  30,331  Doz.  90,993.00 

Crabmeat  1,238,135  Lbs.              619,067.50  589,382  Lbs.  884,073.00 

Crayfish 872,840  Lbs.                69,827.20  189,061  Lbs.  28,359.15 

TOTAL    11,371,522  Lbs.         $2,303,450.68  9,138,784  Lbs.  $2,699,096.98 

Hard   Shell   Crabs  1,578,365  Doz.  375,341  Doz. 

Soft  Shell  Crabs....        57,644  Doz.  30,331  Doz. 
"Baby"  Green 

Turtles 2,046,262  Turtles  1,164,937  Turtles 

TOTAL    $2,303,450.68  $2,699,096.98 


Salt  Water   Fisheries 

1942  1943 

Production  Value  Production 

Speckled  Sea  Trout..     341,605  Lbs.  $  68,321.00  294,865  Lbs. 

Red  Fish  348,115  Lbs.  52,217.25  320,457  Lbs. 

Sheepshead  .- 46,965  Lbs.  4,696.50  46,255  Lbs. 

Flounders 78,056  Lbs.  11,708.40  55,588  Lbs. 

Snappers 383,907  Lbs.  88,298.61  336,488  Lbs. 

Salt  Water  Catfish....      102,152  Lbs.  5,107.60  44,258  Lbs. 
Common  Salt  Water 

Fish 276,036  Lbs.  22,082.88  1,299,409  Lbs. 

Salt  Water  Turtles....        35,518  Lbs.  3,551.80  27,204  Lbs. 

Terrapins 620  Doz.  12,400.00  932  Doz. 

TOTAL    1,612,354  Lbs.  $268,384.04  2,424,524  Lbs. 

Terrapins             620  Doz.  932  Doz. 

TOTAL -.....$268,384.04 


Value 

f  78,459.50 

88,125.67 

9,251.00 

13,897.00 

117,770.80 

4,425.80 

129,940.90 

3,400.50 

18,960.00 


$464,231.1'; 


$464,231.17 


The  above  values  are  at  the  fishing  grounds,  i.  e.,  prices  paid  to  the  commercial 
fishermen,  which  value  becomes  augmented  as  the  product  is  passed  on  to  dealers, 
retailers  and  finally  to  the  consumers. 


operating  in  the  field  will  co 
tinue  to  operate  their  own  we 
and  their  operations  will  not 
changed,  as  the  recycling  pla 
and  gasoline  plant  will  be  ope 
ated  by  the  Haynesville  Op( 
ators'  committee.  While  the  nui 
ber  of  employes  that  will  be  us 
by  the  operators'  committee 
not  known,  yet  it  is  understo' 
that  quite  a  number  will  be  use 
especially  during  the  constri] 
tion  of  the  plants: 

There  are  now  20  oil  compani 
operating  in  the  Pettit  lime  zon 
The  operators  and  the  number  i 
wells  each  follow:  I 

Arkansas  Fuel  Oil  compan 
two  wells;  Blackwell  Oil  and  G 
company,  three  wells;  Cook  Drl 
ing  company,  two  wells;  Gulf  E 
fining  company,  three  wells;  V 
H.  Hinton,  two  wells;  T.  i 
James  and  company,  seven  well 
E.  C  Johnston,  four  wells;  Kin 
wood  Oil  company,  four  well 
Magnolia  Petroleum  compan 
four  wells;  Midstates  Oil  cor 
pany,  42  wells;  Midstates  ai 
James,  one  well;  Midstates  ai 
Skelly,  one  well;  Ohio  Oil  cob 
pany,  46  wells;  Phillips  Petroled 
company,  three  wells;  Robert  J 
Stacy,  six  wells;  Skelly  Oil  cor 
pany,  one  well;  White  and  Hii 
ton,  seven  wells;  Midstates  0 
company,  Arkansas  area,  foi 
wells;  Navarro  Oil  company,  A 
kansas  area,  six  wells;  Ohio  0 
company,  Arkansas  area,  or 
well. 

CONSERVATION  DEPT. 
REQUESTED  TO  FURNISJ 
NAME  OF  "MEDIUM" 

The  Conservation  Departmel 
is  used  to  receiving  inquiries  f( 
all  types  of  information,  some  ( 
which  is  very  strange  and  fi 
removed  from  anything  remote! 
connected   with   conservation.      i 

One  of  the  strangest  came 
few  weeks  ago  from  a  woman  I 
Ferndale,  Michigan,  and  si 
wanted  to  know  if  the  Conservi 
tion  Department  had  in  its  en 
ployment  a  medium,  as  she  woul 
like  to  get  in  touch  with  him. 

The  lady  didn't  specify  in  h< 
letter  what  kind  of  informatio 
or  help  she  expected  to  obtai 
from  a  Conservation  "medium, 
but  nevertheless,  while  the  Coi 
servation  Department  does  hav 
all  kinds  of  "experts,"  the  editc 
of  the  Conservationist  doesn 
know  whether  there  is  a  "medium 
in   the   crowd. 

The  letter  from  the  lady  l 
Michigan  to  the  Conservation  D( 
partment  reads  as  follows: 

"I  am  interested  to  get  in  touc 
with  some  one  that  is  a  mediun 
and  if  such  person  is  connecte 
in  or  with  this  Dept.,  please  writ 
me." 
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Louisiana   Has  Many  Varieties  of  Poisonous  Snakes 


(Editor's  Note: — The  fol- 
lowing interesting  article  on 
Poisonous  Snakes  in  Louisi- 
ana is  from  a  recent  address 
delivered  by  James  Nelson 
Gowanloch,  Chief  Biologist  of 

I  the  Division  of  Wildlife  and 
Fisheries   before  the   New   Or- 

I      leans  Rotary  Club.) 

t  Snakes  like  blondes  and  other 
idangerous  animals  have  always 
'fascinated  man.  I  should  like  to 
disuss  today  very  briefly  the  part 
ithat  poisonous  snakes  play  not 
lonly  in  Louisiana  but  over  the 
world. 

Snakes  are  peculiar  creatures. 
Without  legs  or  arms,  they  have 
managed  to  get  around  very  well 
on  this  earth  and  have  come  to  ac- 
quire a  most  peculiar  form.  Al- 
though descended  from  four- 
legged  animals,  the  snakes  have 
lost,  in  most  cases,  the  last  trace 
of  limbs.  Only  in  some,  such  as 
the  pythons,  are  there  still  visible 
external  scales  that  represent  the 
last  vestiges  of  hind  legs. 

Many  snakes  do  much  good. 
They  destroy  injurious  insects  and 
some  snakes  are  among  our  most 
useful  enemies  of  rats  and  mice. 
Some  snakes,  however,  have  ac- 
quired an  almost  incredible  power 
to  kill.  With  lightning-like  speed, 
certain  species  can  strike  and  in- 
ject a  poison  so  potent  that  prop- 
erly placed  two  drops  can  kill  a 
healthy  man.  It  is  my  pui'pose 
here  briefly  to  tell  about  these 
poisonous  snakes,  their  identifica- 
tion, their  distribution,  how  they 
use  their  poison,  how  that  poison 
works,  and  what  we  can  do  about 
it. 


Louisiana  has  forty-odd  species 
of  snakes  of  which  only  six  are 
poisonous.  One  of  these  six  is  so 
rare  in  our  State  that  we  have 
only  a  single  authenticated  record 
of  its  occurrence.  This  the  dia- 
mond rattler.  Another  of  the  six 
is  common.  This  is  the  cotton- 
mouth  moccasin.  The  other  four 
are  the  pigmy  rattler,  the  timber 
rattler,  the  copperhead,  and  the 
brilliantly  colored  coral  snake. 

The  poisonous  snakes  of  Louisi- 
ana belong  to  two  of  the  five 
families  of  poisonous  snakes 
known  in  the  world.  The  diamond 
rattler,  pigmy  rattler,  timber 
rattler,  cottonmouth  moccasin, 
and  the  copperhead  are  all  mem- 
bers of  the  pit  viper  family,  the 
Crotalidae,  a  family  of  snakes  that 
occurs  in  the  New  World  and  also 
in  Asia.  They  are  noted  for  the 
fact  that  they  have  lance-head 
shaped  heads,  narrow  necks,  a  slit- 
shaped  pupil  like  that  of  the  eye 
of  the  cat,  and  a  peculiar  pit  lo- 
cated between  the  eye  and  the 
nostril.  The  function  of  this  pit 
is  still  not  clear  but  it  is  believed 
that  it  serves  to  warn  the  snake 
of  the  approach  of  warm-blooded 
animals,  useful  when  the  snake  is 
hunting  its  prey  at  night.  The  pit 
vipers  includes  those  extremely 
dangerous  snakes  of  Central  and 
South  America,  the  bushmaster 
and  fer-de-lance. 

One  word  about  rattlesnakes. 
Rattlesnakes  have  peculiar  length- 
ened poison  fangs  solidly  attached 
to  independently  movable  parts  of 
the  upper  jaw  bone,  one  fang  on 
each  side.  The  poison  is  formed 
and  stored  in  relatively  large  sacs 
over  which  the  snake  has  control 


(Photograph    through    tl -)■(,, s;/    ,./    Ih,     \r,r    Y.>rl.-    /„„/„,,;,.„/    .v„rM /,/,,) 

The  Copperhead  Agkistrodom   mokasen    Beauvois 
Marked  with   a   beautiful   copper  color  including  the  top   of   its   head, 
this    species    is    beautiful    in    appearance,    but    dangerous    in    venom.    The 
black   markings   expand   ventrally   so  that  when  viewed  from  above  they 
have   an   hourglass   appearance. 


{Pholiigroph     Ihrnogh     Ihr    voiirt.'sg    o;    the    .\  ,' ir    York    XooUigicill    Kortetg.) 

Horn   Snake  or  "Stinging  Snake" 
Black     above    with    a     bright    coral     red     belly,    this    striking    snake, 
though    quite     harmless,     is    greatly    feared    because    people    erroneously 
believe    that    it    stings    by    the    means    of    a    peculiar    thorn-like    spike    on 
the    end   of    its   tail. 


so  that  in  striking  it  can  compress 
these  sacs  and  accomplish  an  ef- 
ficient hypodermic  injection  of  the 
poison  through  these  two  special- 
ized hollow  teeth. 

The  coral  snake  is  one  of  the 
most  brilliantly  colored  snakes  in 
the  world.  Its  body  is  enriched 
by  alternate  bands  of  black,  gold 
and  scarlet  which  considerably  re- 
semble in  color  several  other  Loui- 
siana snakes.  Jlowever,  it  can  im- 
mediately be  distinguished  if  you 
remember  that  only  in  the  coral 
snake  are  the  black  bands  as  wide 
as  the  scarlet  bands.  The  coral 
snake  belongs  to  the  family  Elapi- 
dae,  a  huge  family  which  includes 
the  cobras  of  Asia,  Africa  and 
Australia. 

Turning  for  a  moment  to  the 
subject  of  snake  poison  let  me  say 
that  although  snake  venom  in- 
cludes many  toxic  substances  vary- 
ing in  quantity  in  the  diff'erent 
species,  for  all  practical  purposes 
we  need  consider  only  two  of  the 
poisonous  compounds  present. 
These  are  the  haemorrhagins  and 
the  neurotoxins.  Haemorrhagins, 
typical  of  the  pit  vipers  (rattle- 
snakes, water  moccasins  and  cop- 
perheads) ,  act  by  destroying  the 
red  blood  cells  and  virtually  dis- 
solving the  walls  of  the  blood 
vessels.  One  of  the  results  is  a 
spectacular  swelling  which  is  but 
one  evidence  of  the  disastrous 
damage  the  poison  has  wrought. 
Tissue  destruction,  in  cases  of 
severe  bite,  may  be  so  extensive 
that  complete  recovery  never 
occurs. 


Neurotoxins,  which  are  char- 
acteristic of  the  coral  snake, 
cobras  and  other  members  of  the 
family  Elapidae,  do  their  damage 
by  destroying  nerve  cells. 

When  you  remember  that  a  rat- 
tlesnake four  feet  one  and  one- 
half  inches  long  can  yield  nineteen 
drops  of  venom  and  two  drops 
alone  can  cause  the  death  of  a 
healthy  man,  you  will  well  realize 
how  dangerous  a  snake  can  be. 

However,  death  from  snake  bite 
in  the  United  States  is  rare. 
Against  the  thirty  thousand  people 
annually  killed  in  normal  times 
by  automobiles  in  the  United 
States,  snakes  kill  only  about  one 
hundred  and  sixty  so  that,  in  other 
words,  before  gas  rationing  and 
tire  rationing  in  the  United  States, 
an  automobile  was,  as  far  as  death 
is  concerned,  two  hundred  times 
as  dangerous  as  a  poisonous  snake. 
But  it  is  still  well  to  be  forewarned 
and  forearmed  because  if  your 
child  at  a  picnic  is  bitten  by  a 
dangerous  snake  statistics  will  in- 
terest you  not  at  all. 

There  are  certain  simple,  com- 
monsense  precautions  that  should 
be  observed  by  anyone  in  country 
where  poisonous  snakes  occur. 
Careless  bare-handed  searching  of 
thickets  and  grass-clumps  and 
careless  trailing  of  hands  along 
bayou  banks  when  travelling  by 
pirogue  contribute  probably  more 
than  anything  else  to  avoidable 
injui'y  by  our  poisonous  snakes. 
The  good  boy  scout  principle  of 
(Continued  to  Page  7,  Column  1) 
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New  State  Park 
To  Be  Established 
In  Louisiana 

According  to  announcement 
made  last  week  by  E.  Herman 
Guillory,  District  Attorney  of 
Evangeline  Parish,  and  chairman 
of  the  State  Parks  Commission, 
Louisiana  is  soon  to  have  another 
state  park  as  a  result  of  a  con- 
tribution to  the  State  Parks  Com- 
mission made  by  former  Gover- 
nor Sam  Jones  from  a  surplus 
in  the  governor's  executive  fund. 

Former  Governor  Jones  con- 
tributed $25,000  of  surplus  funds 
in  his  executive  fund  to  the  State 
Parks  Commission  just  before  his 
retirement  from  office,  Mr.  Guil- 
lory announced.  Under  the  law, 
it  was  pointed  out,  the  Governor 
has  the  authority  to  use  exec- 
utive funds  for  any  purpose  tend- 
ing toward  the  advancement  and 
betterment   of  the   State. 

Chairman  Guillory  stated  that 
the  Parks  Commission  had  used  a 
portion  of  the  funds  contributed 
to  it  from  the  Governor's  exec- 
utive fund  in  the  purchase  of  a 
1046  acre  tract  of  land  near 
Lake  Charles,  where  a  state  park 
will  be  established  to  service 
Southwest     Louisiana.      In     1937 


the  Parks  Commission  had  se- 
lected this  area  for  a  park  site 
which  had  received  the  approval 
of  National  Parks  Service  but 
funds  were  never  made  available 
for  the  purchase  of  the  area. 

FISHERMEN    WARNED    TO 
HAVE    FISHING    LICENSES 

Louisiana  law  requires  all  per- 
sons fishing  with  rod  and  reel  to 
possess  a  fishing  license.  Cap- 
tain J.  G.  Appel  has  announced 
that  many  fishermen  have  been 
caught  this  year  without  a  license 
and  have  been  warned  to  obtain 
one.  The  law  gives  conservation 
agents  the  right  to  confiscate 
fishing  equipment  and  Captain 
Appel  stated  that  agents  will  be 
authorized  to  confiscate  equip- 
ment in  the  future  when  persons 
are  found  fishing  without  a  1944 
angling   license. 

M'CONNELL  TO  ATTEND 
OYSTER    GROWERS    MEET 

James  N.  McConnell,  director 
of  the  Division  of  Oysters  and 
Waterbottoms,  will  attend  the  an- 
nual convention  of  the  Oyster 
Growers  and  Dealers  Association 
to  be  held  June  6,  7  and  8  in 
Atlantic   City,   New   Jersey. 


PRODUCTION  OF  LOUISIANA  SALT  WATER  SHRIMP 

@  210  lbs.  per  bbl. 

1942  bbls.  lbs. 

Sold  for  home  consumption  in 
green  state  through  local 
market    - 29,497  6,194,370 

Sold  in  green  state  for  can- 
ning and  packing  in  the  State 
of    Louisiana 308,469  64,778,490 

Sold  in  green  state  for  shipping 

"headless"  83,646  17,565,660 

Sold  in  green  state  for  canning 
and  packing  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi 47,173  9,906,330 

Sold  in  green  state  for  drying 
purpose  in  the  State  of  Loui- 
siana      819,435.5 

TOTAL    468,785  99,264,285.5 

1943  bbls.  lbs. 

Sold  for  home  consumption  in 
green  state  through  local  mar- 
kets       23,321 

Sold  in  green  state  for  canning 
and  packing  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana 261,258 

Sold  in  green  state  for  shipping 

"headless"     79,484 

Sold  in  green  state  for  canning 
and  packing  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi 51,528 

Sold  in  green  state  for  drying 
purposes  in  the  State  of  Loui- 
siana  

TOTAL    415,591  87,274,110 


4,897,410 

54,864,180 
16,691,640 

10,820,880 

(Not  Available) 


LOUISIANA  FROGS  CROWNED 
WITH  GLORY  IN  NATIONAL 
JUMPING  CONTEST 


"We  lost,  Louisiana,  but  we  gave  those  birds  from  Cali- 
fornia a  battle,"  so  said  "Cajun  Charlie"  and  "Bayou  Bill," 
two  Louisiana  bull  frogs  when  interviewed  in  New  York  fol- 
lowing the  National  Frog  Jumping  contest  held  in  that  city 
on  Saturday,  April  29th. 

Governor  Jimmie  H.  Davis  entered  the  Louisiana  frogs 
in  the  jumping  contest  which  was  sponsored  by  Warner 
Brothers  for  publicity  for  their  new  motion  picture,  entitled, 
"The  Adventures  of  Mark  Twain." 

In  the  above  picture,  two  employees  of  the  Conservation  i 
Department,  Carrie  Mae  Vitrano,  left,  and  Marjorie  Hender- 
son, right,  bid  farewell  in  New  Orleans  to  the  frogs  just 
before  they  were  air-expressed  to  New  York  for  the  contest. 

The  Louisiana  frogs  jumped  three  feet  and  eleven  inches, 
but  that  wasn't  good  enough.    They  came  in  second  to  a  I 
California  frog  sponsored  by  Al  Jermy,  Stockton,  California,  | 
newspaperman,  who  leaped  four  feet  and  one-half  inch  in 
the  three  jumps  allowed  in  the  championship  match. 


ERVIN    RESIGNS    POST 

AS   PETROLEUM   ENGINEER 

Percy  S.  Ervin,  Jr.,  petroleum 
engineer  for  the  Minerals  Divi- 
sion of  the  Conservation  Depart- 
ment for  the  past  several  years, 
has  resigned  his  position  to  be- 
come associated  with  the  Haynes- 
ville  operators  committee. 

Mr.  Ervin  became  chief  engi- 
neer about  three  years  ago,  com- 
ing to  the  Baton  Rouge  office 
from  Houma  where  he  served  for 
several  years  as  district  manager 
of  the  Minerals  Division. 


F.  V.  Carter,  has  been  named 
chief  petroleum  engineer,  to  suc- 
ceed Mr.  Ervin.  Mr.  Carter  comes 
from  Lafayette,  where  he  has 
been  connected  with  the  Minerals' 
district  ofl'ice  in  that  city. 

Snowfall  for  the  United  States 
as  a  whole  averages  28  inches  per 
winter,  meterologists  of  the  U.  S. 
Weather  Bureau  have  determined. 

Black  walnut  and  butternut 
hulls,  shunned  even  by  squirrels, 
may  some  day  be  used  commer- 
cially to  produce  fungicide. 
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POISONOUS  SNAKES 

(Continued  from   Page   5) 
'Be   prepared"    should   always    be 
in  mind. 

Snakes  with  the  most  deadly 
venom  are  by  no  means  the  most 
deadly.  It  was  for  a  long  time  im- 
possible to  find  any  correlation 
between  the  toxicity  of  the  snake 
poison  and  the  damage  to  the  per- 
son bitten.  However,  a  British 
scientist  found  that  by  making 
plaster  mouth  casts  of  snakes  he 
could  directly  relate  the  effect  of 
the  snake  bite  to  the  measured 
distance  between  the  poison  fangs, 
which  simply  means  in  other  words 
that  the  efficiently  of  the  injection 
apparatus  determines  the  serious- 
ness of  the  bite.  Thus  a  snake 
with  less  dangerous  poison  but 
more  effective  biting  injection 
mechanism  can  cause  more  dam- 
age than  a  snake  with  much  more 
deadly  poison  but  less  effective  in- 
jection ability. 

Emei'gency  snake  bite  treat- 
ment as  far  as  Louisiana  snakes 
are  concerned  breaks  down  into 
three  steps: 

1.  The  application  of  a  tourni- 
quet to  check  the  flow  of  blood 
from  the  place  bitten  to  the  heart. 
A  knotted  handkerchief  with  a 
stick  to  tighten  it  will  do  the  job. 
Pressure  should  be  released  for 
five  seconds  at  intervals  of  twenty 
minutes  to  let  some  blood  through. 
Otherwise  gangrene   might  result. 

2.  After  sterilizing  the  skin, 
the  fang  punctures  should  be  cut  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  deep  and  a 
quarter  to  a  half-inch  long.  The 
cuts  should  run  lenghtwise  on  the 
arm  or  leg. 

3.  Suction  should  be  applied. 
If  a  person  has  no  injury  in  their 
mouth,  it  is  perfectly  safe  to  suck 
the  venom  out  of  the  bite  since 
digestive  juices  destroy  the  poison- 
ous character  of  the  substance. 
Suction  must  sometimes  be  con- 
tinued for  as  long  as  twenty  hours. 
Various  snake  bite  kits  are  manu- 
factured, ranging  in  cost  from 
about  one  dollar  and  a  half  to 
three  dollars,  and  one  of  these 
should  be  added  to  the  first  aid 
equipment  of  everyone  who  is 
exposed  to  poisonous  snakes.  No 
alcohol  should  be  given  the  victim 
of  snake  bite  since  it  simply  serves 
to  speed  up  circulation  and  in- 
crease the  damage  done  by  the 
snake  poison.  No  potassium  per- 
manganate should  be  used  since 
this  substance  accomplishes  no 
good  and  does  a  great  deal  of 
harm.  The  victim  in  every  case 
should  be  kept  as  quiet  as  possible 
since  exertion  also  speeds  up  cir- 
culation. As  soon  as  possible,  the 
patient  should  be  placed  in  the 
care  of  a  physician. 


Since  the  Allied  Nations  are 
fighting  far  and  wide,  poisonous 
snakes  of  the  world  may  be  of  in- 
terest. Five  families  of  snakes 
contain  poisonous  species  of  earth 
and  sea.  (There  are  no  snakes  in 
Ireland.  Even  a  poisonous  snake 
can't  stand  an  Irishman.)  These 
are  first  the  pit  vipers,  Crotalidae, 
already  referred  to,  which  occur 
throughout  the  New  World  and  in 
Asia.  All  of  them  are  poisonous. 
Five  of  our  six  Louisiana  poison- 
ous snakes  as  already  stated  be- 
long to  this  group. 

Second:  The  true  vipers,  Vip- 
eridae,  are  confined  to  the  Old 
World  and  are  remarkable  in  that 
one  member  actually  ranges  in 
Scandinavia  to  points  north  of  the 
Arctic  Circle.  One  of  the  vipers, 
the  Gaboon  viper  of  West  Africa, 
is  one  of  the  world's  ugliest  and 
most  deadly  snakes. 

Third :  The  sea  snakes,  Hydri- 
dae,  which  occur  throughout  the 
Pacific  (twenty-seven  species  on 
the  northern  shores  of  Australia 
alone),  have  peculiar  compressed 
tails  adapted  for  swimming.  Only 
one  species  has  crossed  the  Pacific 
and  established  itself  on  the  west- 
ern shores  of  Central  America 
where  it  ranges  as  far  north  as 
Lower  California.  They  spend 
their  lives  at  sea  along  the  coasts. 

Fourth:  The  family  Colubridae 
is  the  biggest  snake  family  in  the 
world,  making  up  ninety  per  cent 
of  all  living  serpents.  The  coach- 
whip,  the  black  racer,  the  blue 
racer,  the  common  watersnakes, 
and  the  common  garter  snakes  are 
all  members  of  this  family. 

All  our  North  American  Colu- 
brids  are  harmless,  many  of  them 
highly  beneficial,  but  in  other 
parts  of  the  world  the  Colubrids 
have  developed  into  some  of  the 
most  dangerous  snakes  known. 
Unlike  the  rattlers,  the  poisonous 
Colubrids  are  rear-fanged.  The 
boomslang  of  Africa  is  one  of 
these. 

Fifth:  The  family  Elapidae  con- 
tains some  of  the  most  famous 
snakes  of  the  world.  Such  are  the 
cobras  of  India,  Asia,  Africa  and 
Australia,  the  spitting  cobras  of 
Africa  and  the  slender,  swift  and 
vicious  mambas  of  the  same  con- 
tinent. 

The  most  poisonous  snake  in  the 
world,  the  tiger  snake  of  Aus- 
tralia, may  reach  the  length  of 
eight  feet  and  produce  as  many 
as  fifty  young  in  a  litter.  No  other 
species  can  equal  the  deadliness 
of  this  snake's  venom.  Fiercely  ag- 
gressive, this  snake  when  alarmed 
rushes  furiously  at  its  enemy. 

Australia  is  the  only  area  where 
there  are  more  species  of  poison- 
ous snakes  than  non-poisonous 
snakes.    Australia  alone  has  eighty 


different  species  belonging  to  the 
cobra  family.  One  of  these,  the 
tiger  snake,  causes  more  fatalities 
in  Australia  than  do  the  bites  of 
all  the  other  Australian  poisonous 
snakes  combined. 

The  king  cobra  of  India  is  the 
largest  poisonous  snake  in  the 
world.  One  authentic  specimen 
measures  eighteen  feet  four  inches 
in  length.  It  is  exceedingly  deadly 
and  is  rated  as  the  most  intelligent 
of  all  snakes. 

The  spitting  cobras  of  Africa, 
with  which  I  have  had  some  ex- 
perience in  the  New  York  Zoologi- 
cal collection,  are  among  the  most 
remarkable  snakes  in  the  world. 
The  ringhals  and  the  black-necked 
cobra  are  both  African.  The  ring- 
hal  is  a  four-footer  that  can  spit 
six  feet,  while  the  black-necked 
cobra,  a  seven-footer,  can  raise  its 
head  three  feet  from  the  ground 
and  spit  its  poison  as  far  as  twelve 
feet.  These  snakes  aim  for  the 
eyes  and  are  aggressive  and  ac- 
curate. Unless  prompt  treatment 
is  given  to  wash  out  the  poison, 
partial  or  complete  blindness  may 
result. 

The  far-flung  Allied  armed  serv- 
ices on  duty  throughout  the  des- 
erts, mountains  and  jungles  of  the 
world  face  additional  hazards  of 
snake  bite,  but  medical  science  has 
met  this  menace  by  precise  and 
effective  technical  methods.  Anti- 
venins  are  systematically  manu- 
factured by  injecting  in  the 
laboratory  small  doses  of  snake 
poison  into  animals,  such  as  for 
example,  the  horse.  These  injected 
animals  then  build  up  in  their 
blood  a  counter-substance  that 
serves  to  neutralize  the  action  of 
the  snake  venom.  Laboratories  for 
this  work  have  intensifled  their 
activity  throughout  the  world. 

The  Commonwealth  Serum  Lab- 
oratories at  Melbourne,  Australia, 
the  Pasteur  Institute  stations  in 
the  French  Colonies,  the  operating 
centers  of  the  British  firm  of  Bur- 
roughs-Welcome in  India  and 
Africa,  and  the  Institute  Butan- 
tan  at  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  all  do 
magnificent  work.  It  may  be 
pointed  out  as  a  concrete  example 
that,  whereas,  before  the  Institute 
Butantan  began  its  work,  poison- 
ous snakes  killed  three  thousand 
people  a  year  in  Brazil,  by  1930 
that  grim  three  thousand  was  cut 
to  less  than  one  hundred  fatalities 
annually. 

The  black  widow  spider  is  a 
common  species  throughout  the 
whole  South.  The  female  alone  is 
capable  of  injecting  poison.  The 
male,  smaller  in  size,  has  no  venom 
in  its  sacs.  The  black  widow's 
venom,  however,  is  intensely  toxic, 
more  so  per  unit  indeed  than  that 
of  any  rattlesnake  and  can  cause 


death.  Everyone  should  learn  to 
identify  the  black  widow  spider, 
and  particularly  they  should  learn 
to  recognize  the  peculiar  character 
of  the  web,  the  presence  of  which 
is  often  the  best  evidence  of  the 
spider's  presence. 

Poisonous  plants  form  a  subject 
too  broad  for  discussion  here. 
Often  plants  used  for  ornamental 
purposes  are  highly  toxic.  The 
oleander,  for  example,  (which  hap- 
pens to  be  our  official  city  flower) 
is  so  poisonous  that  one-half  ounce 
of  the  leaves  is  sufficient  to  cause 
the  death  of  a  human  adult,  while 
even  the  smoke  from  oleander 
camp  fires  has  been  knovm  to 
poison  people.  A  piece  of  water 
hemlock  the  size  of  a  pea  can 
cause  human  death.  Poison  ivy, 
poison  oak  and  poison  sumach,  all 
closely  related,  cause  more  distress 
than  all  our  other  poisonous  plants 
combined.  They  should  be  eradi- 
cated wherever  possible  and  treat- 
ment for  their  effects  should  be 
common  knowledge. 

But  let  us  end  on  no  gloomy 
note.  These  poisonous  organisms, 
be  they  snakes,  plants  or  spiders, 
are  all  only  a  small  part  of  the 
pattern  of  our  world.  It  is  for 
our  welfare  and  the  welfare  of 
others,  a  responsibility  that  we 
in  some  measure  learn  to  recog- 
nize them,  be  informed  of  the 
damage  they  can  do,  and  be 
equipped  with  the  knowledge  of 
what  to  do  about  it  when  we  meet 
them. 

MOSQUITOS   HATE 
LOUISIANA  PINE  OIL 

Mr.  H.  A.  Mackie,  president  of 
the  Mackie  Pine  Oil  Speciality 
Co.,  Inc.  of  New  Orleans,  has 
written  to  the  Louisiana  Conser- 
vationist to  point  out  that  pine 
oil  was  not  included  in  the  list 
of  preparations  suggested  as 
mosquito  repellents.  This  omis- 
sion was  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
discussion  of  mosquito  repellent 
mixtures  included  no  specifically 
named  commercial  products.  The 
formulae  given  were  for  the 
probably  one  in  a  thousand  sports- 
men who  would  be  sufficiently 
full  of  curiosity  to  try  out  on 
himself  some  experiments  of  his 
own. 

Pine  oil,  a  native  product  of 
Louisiana,  has  long  been  standard 
equipment  in  the  veteran  Loui- 
siana fisherman's  kit.  It  is  well 
known  to  be  one  of  the  most  effi- 
cient and  safest  of  all  substances 
to  use  for  the  fishermen's  com- 
fort when  the  mosquitos  are 
hungry. 

Pine  oil  also  has  the  great  ad- 
ditional merit  that  it  serves,  in  a 
considerable  degree,  as  an  an- 
tiseptic agent. 
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This  Pintail 
Evaded  Hunters 
For  Five  Years 

James  Nelson  Gowanloch,  Chief 
Biologist  of  the  Department  of 
Conservation,  reports  receipt  on 
May  6,  of  interesting  informa- 
tion regarding  a  banded  male  Pin- 
tail duck  shot  by  Maurice  A. 
Hebert,  prominent  business  man 
of  Houma,  November  28,  1943 
near  Four  Point  below  Dulac, 
Terrebonne  Parish.  The  bird  band 
was  in  such  a  worn  condition  that 
it  was  impossible  to  decipher 
either  year  number  or  serial  num- 
ber. Through  chemical  methods 
provided  by  the  F.  B.  I.,  these 
invisible  numbers  were  rendered 
permanently  legible.  Dr.  Frederick 
C.  Lincoln  of  Washington  was 
then  able  to  state  that  this  duck 
was  banded  at  the  Waubay  Na- 
tional Wildlife  Refuge,  Waubay, 
South  Dakota,  by  Watson  Beed, 
August  18,  1938.  Thus  for  over 
five  years  this  Pintail,  traversing 
thousands  of  miles  in  its  migra- 
tory flights,  had  escaped  the  skill 
of  the   hunter. 

This  unusual  record  is  one  of 
the  many,  resulting  from  the  co- 
operation of  Mr.  Eugene  Dumez, 
Secretary  of  the  Houma-Terre- 
bonne  Chamber  of  Commerce  who 
for  some  years  has  carefully  sent 
in  bird  bands  to  the  Department 
of    Conservation. 


PARISHES    IN    WHICH    VIOIA- 

TIONS   OCCURRED    IN 

APRIL 

Avoyelles 3 

Calcasieu    - 2 

East  Carroll 4 

Iberville    1 

Jefferson  3 

Madison    8 

Natchitoches 6 

Ouachita  1 

Pointe  Coupee  2 

Rapides  - 1 

Richland  -  1 

St.  Landry  5 

St.   Martin   1 

St.  Mary  4 

St.  Tammany  2 

TOTAL 44 


AGENTS  PARTICIPATING 
IN   APRIL   ARRESTS 

Cliff  Andrus,  Levert  H.  Bird, 
Percy  Brosset,  John  Busalacchi, 
Sam  J.  Chaze,  Mark  B.  Cooper, 
Ruben  Davis,  Wilton  Decuir,  Tom 
Duck,  D.  L.  Farrar,  John  W.  Gil- 
bert, Cecil  Gilmore,  Allen  Hawsey. 
E.  B.  Head,  Lesma  Hebert,  Clar- 
ence Hood,  J.  V.  McConnell,  Jas. 
A.  McFerrin,  J.  0.  Mayeux,  R. 
S.  Millikin,  Chas.  J.  Olano,  Clifton 
Reeves,  Lawrence  Sintes,  Frank 
Trocchiano,  Hector  Waguespas  k, 
L.  C.  Weaver,  Elton  Williams. 


Commissioner 
McHugh's  Father 
Passes  Away 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

In  addition  to  the  Conservation 
Commissioner,  other  survivors  in- 
clude Fred  R.  McHugh  of  Baton 
Rouge,  three  daughters.  Sister 
Mary  Barbara  at  St.  Joseph 
academy  at  Mount  Washington, 
Ohio,  Mother  Superior  at  St. 
Joseph  academy  at  New  Roads, 
La.,  and  Miss  Lucy  McHugh  of 
Zachary,  and  six  grandchildren. 

TWO   MINERAL   HEARINGS 
HELD   IN   BATON  ROUGE 

Commissioner  McHugh  presided 
at  two  mineral  hearings  held  in 
Baton  Rouge  on  Thursday,  May 
11th.  Hearing  was  held  on  the 
application  of  the  Southern  Nat- 
ural Gas  Company  for  authority 
to  permit  dual  completion  of  wells 
in  the  Bear  Creek  Field  in  Bien- 
ville Parish,  and  also  on  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Sugar  Field  Oil 
Company  for  authority  to  dually 
complete  well  in  Rosedale  Field 
in  Iberville  Parish. 

MAJOR    BROWN    ATTENDS 
GAME  COMMISSIONERS  MEET 

Major  James  Brown,  director 
of  the  Division  of  Wildlife  and 
Fisheries,  represented  the  Con- 
servation Department  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Southeastern 
Association  of  Game  and  Fish  Ad- 
ministrators and  Federal  Game 
officials  held  in  Cumberland  Moun- 
tain Park,  near  Crossville,  Ten- 
nessee, on  May  15th  and  16th. 

Major  Brown  was  on  the  pro- 
gram and  told  of  the  activities  of 
the  Louisiana  Conservation  De- 
partment. At  the  concluding  ses- 
sion, Major  Brown  was  elected 
second  vice-president  of  the 
Southeastern  Association  of  Game 
and    Fish    Administrators. 

TYPES  OF  VIOLATIONS  WHICH 
WERE  MADE  DURING  APRIL 

Angling  Without  License 1-5 

Possessing      Undersize      Game 

Fish  1 

Using  Illegal  Tackle  to   Catch 

Game  Fish  6 

Commercial     Fishing    Without 

License  3 

Possessing  Undersize  Commer- 
cial Fish  7 

Catching     and     Possessing 

Shrimp  in  Closed  Season 2 

Hunting  at  Night 1 

Hunting  Migratory   Waterfowl 

Out  of  Season  1 

Hunting  Frogs  Out  of  Season..     2 
Hunting  Deer  Out  of  Season....     3 
Hunting  Squirrel  Out  of  Sea- 
son  .-     3 

TOTAL 44 


ANDERSON    NAMED    HEAD 
OF   GULF    STATE    FORESTERS 

Massey  H.  Anderson,  director 
of  the  Forestry  Division  of  the 
Conservation  Department,  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  Gulf 
States  section  of  the  American 
Foresters  Asociation  at  its  an- 
nual convention  held  in  Vicks- 
burg.  Miss.,  Thursday,  Friday  and 
Saturday,  May  11,  12  and  13. 

The  Gulf  States  section  com- 
prises the  states  of  Louisiana, 
Mississippi     and     Texas.      Others 


elected  at  the  meeting  were  Chas. 
V.  Holbrook  of  DeRidder,  vice- 
chairman.  Mr.  Holbrook  is  a 
member  of  the  Louisiana  For- 
estry Governing  Board.  C.  E. 
Lockhard,  of  New  Orleans  of  the 
Southern  Forest  Experiment  Sta- 
tion, was  elected  secretary  of  the 
group. 

A  bill  to  separate  the  Minerals 
Division  from  the  Conservation! 
Department  has  been  introduced' 
in   the   Legislature. 


SALE  OF  HUNTING  AND  TRAPPING  LICENSES 
BY  PARISHES  IN  1943 


Res. 
Parishes 

Acadia     1,324 

Allen    1,268 

Acension    875 

Assumption    508 

Avoyelles  880 

Beauregard    701 

Bienville    1,000 

Bossier  2,000 

Caddo     4,977 

Calcasieu   6,278 

Caldwell     0 

Cameron    1,075 

Catahoula    1,200 

Claiborne  877 

Concordia    565 

DeSoto  1,500 

East  Baton   Rouge   5,779 

East   Carroll   2,300 

East    Feliciana    711 

Evangeline 558 

Franklin     906 

Grant  242 

Iberia  1,171 

Iberville     1,500 

Jackson    1,087 

Jefferson    2,347 

Jefferson  Davis  1,237 

Lafayette     1,019 

Lafourche    1,185 

La  Salle  946 

Lincoln     694 

Livingston   1,027 

Madison   864 

Morehouse   1,654 

Natchitoches    2,052 

Ouachita    3,417 

Plaquemines    2,000 

Pointe    Coupee 720 

Rapides 5,114 

Red   River   629 

Richland 1,124 

Sabine    740 

St.  Bernard 700 

St.    Charles    950 

St.  Helena 500 

St.    James    557 

St.  John  the  Baptist  342 

St.    Landry    1,652 

St.  Martin  379 

St.   Mary 1,235 

St.    Tammany 1,864 

Tangipahoa    2,500 

Tensas   1,232 

Terrebonne    2,374 

Union  1,300 

Vermilion     980 

Vernon 1,202 

Washington   2,400 

Webster  1,595 

West  Baton  Rouge  344 

West  Carroll 1,430 

West  Feliciana   211 

Winn    1,233 

Orleans    7,867 


Hunting 

N 


Total 99,898 

Prior    Season    129,763 


4on-Res. 

Non-Res 

4-da. 

Annual 

Trapping 

5 

0 

15 

2 

0 

61 

0 

0 

33  , 

0 

1 

280  1 

1 

0 

124  .1 

18 

0 

57  ^ 

30 

5 

150 

5 

5 

250 

19 

5 

24 

249 

52 

164 

1 

1 

66 

360 

300 

675 

5 

5 

100 

4 

1 

25 

2 

4 

138 

10 

5 

100 

14 

0 

28 

5 

5 

250 

1 

1 

20 

1 

0 

84 

1 

0 

148 

1 

0 

54 

4 

1 

160 

5 

5 

250 

6 

0 

166 

0 

0 

192 

40 

0 

45 

3 

0 

14 

4 

0 

890 

4 

0 

20 

5 

0 

24 

0 

0 

154 

20 

6 

0 

3 

0 

138 

30 

3 

161 

4 

0 

164 

15 

10 

1,500 

1 

0 

68 

16 

2 

115 

5 

1 

48 

4 

0 

264 

0 

0 

71 

5 

5 

350 

5 

5 

275 

5 

5 

25 

0 

0 

154 

0 

0 

80 

11 

2 

134 

0 

^ 

73 

25 

0 

338 

2 

2 

186 

5 

5 

200 

28 

3 

170 

5 

1 

850 

10 

5 

175 

21 

1 

414 

2 

1 

86 

30 

5 

125 

0 

0 

73 

0 

0 

20 

3 

1 

105 

5 

0 

17 

1 

0 

73 

268 

57 

361 

1,334 

518 

11,574 

1,077 

169 

8,142 

Increase     

Decrease    29,865 


257 


349 


